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BLOCK PARTY KICKS OFF TOUR OF HOMES -  Lakewood Ranch Main Street, the Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance, Lakewood Ranch Community Activities and Lakewood 
Ranch Communities joined together to kick off The Ranch’s 22nd annual Tour of Homes. For more photos see pages 20-21.  Photo by Bill Mills.
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By Ernie Soller,
Community Correspondent

Some residents of District 6 –“Country Club 
West,” have been expressing their concern 

that the “deceleration” right-turn lane from 
northbound Lakewood Ranch Boulevard on 
to Balmoral Woods, and on into the Balmoral 
Gate, has been poorly lit at night. They asked 
their representatives if there could be addition-
al lighting installed along that lane, so that any 
problems there could be seen before they po-
tentially might contribute to an accident.

The Operations Department took a look 
at the situation, and concluded that an addi-
tional lighting fixture could be installed on an 
existing pole in order to make for greater illu-
mination, at a minimum amount of cost, and 
in recognition that the additional lighting be 
directed only at the paved area.

But wait … the other side of Lakewood 
Ranch Boulevard in that area belongs to 
District 1, and it was deemed prudent that 
the District 1 board of supervisors be given 
the opportunity to have the issue explained 
to them, and that they be able to voice their 
opinion on the move.

So, at the October District 1 Commu-
nity Development District board meeting, 
the program was explained to the District 
1 board, and they unanimously agreed that 
providing better lighting for that stretch of 
roadway was a good idea.

Cooperation among government officials: 
it’s a beautiful thing.

Positive Impacts on District Budgets
Finance Director Steve Zielinski reported 

that a combination of payments in reimburse-
ment for the expenses incurred by Lakewood 
Ranch districts as a result of Hurricane Irma, 
combined with a marked decrease in irriga-
tion water usage – due largely to the installa-
tion of soil moisture sensors (SMS) at more 
Lakewood Ranch homes – has resulted in a 
positive cash flow over and above what was 
estimated at the time that district budgets 
were adopted. 

Regarding the SMS program, almost all 
of the allotted 1,000 units recently approved 
have been installed, and only a few remain 
available.

Budget Workshops for Fiscal 2021
Finance Director Zielinski noted that dates 

had been established for all district and IDA 
budget workshops; they will be held begin-
ning in March of 2020. The first meetings are 
scheduled as follows: (All meetings are at the 
Town Hall and are open to the public.) Res-
idents are encouraged to attend and become 
involved in the process.

District 1 – March 23 at 3 p.m. 
District 2 – March 26 at 3 p.m.
District 4 – March 9 at 2 p.m.
District 5 – March 26 at 10:30 a.m.
District 6 – March 24 at 10 a.m.
IDA – March 25 at 4 p.m.
Additional workshop meetings will take 

place at one-month intervals, ending in May.

Stormwater Reports
Engineer Richard Ellis said that all of the 

storm water reports required by the South-
west Florida Water Management District have 
been filed with that agency, and that SWFMD 
has accepted all of Lakewood Ranch’s reports.

Proposed Manatee County  
Stormwater Abatement Tax

The Manatee County Board of Commis-
sioners has recommended passage of a new 
tax in order to pay for improvements in the 
County’s ability to deal with stormwater.

The County has come up with two options. 
One would have a lesser amount of money 
to improve current maintenance levels, in 
such areas as clearing drainage ditches more 
frequently to promote better drainage. The 
alternative would be a larger amount, which 
would enable the county to engage in im-
provement projects.

Based on equivalent dwelling unit (EDU) 
listings, option 1 would result in an additional 
tax of $58.16/year, and option 2 would mean 
an additional tax of $88.10/year, depending 
on the size of the home in question.

The tax would apply only to unincorpo-
rated areas of Manatee County, and would 
not impact incorporated cities, which charge 
their own such taxes.

Several Lakewood Ranch officials ex-
pressed alarm at this move on the part of the 
county, as Lakewood Ranch CDDs already 
have, as part of their own stormwater abate-
ment efforts, made charges for such items a 
part of the taxes that their residents already 

Districts Cooperate  
for a “Brighter Turn”  
in Lakewood Ranch

See Districts, Page 14



 wednesday, NOVEMBER 20, 2019	 aroundtheranch.com	 around the rancH  | 7 

Districts Cooperate  
for a “Brighter Turn”  
in Lakewood Ranch

See Districts, Page 14



8 | around the ranch	 aroundtheranch.com	 wednesday, NOVEMBER 20, 2019   

Lakewood Ranch led the nation in annual 
housing starts for the third quarter of 2019, 

according to Metrostudy, a leading research and 
consulting firm specializing in U.S. residential 
markets. The Ranch’s 1,467 new home starts 
exceeded those of other top-selling communi-
ties in Florida, including The Villages, as well as 
those in Las Vegas, Arizona and California. 

“Lakewood Ranch was the top community 
in the U.S. ranked by annual housing starts in 
the third quarter of 2019,” said David A. Cobb, 
region director for the South Florida, Sarasota 
and Jacksonville regions of Metrostudy.  “This 
is the second quarter in a row that LWR has 
claimed the top spot.”

Lakewood Ranch’s sales – and subsequent 
starts success – is a result of its exceptional lo-
cation, in part, according to Laura Cole, senior 
vice president, LWR Communities, LLC, but 
place is just one factor. “Our multi-generation-
al approach and diversity of neighborhoods, 
as well as an ever-growing list of daily conve-
niences and social engagement opportunities, 
put us above and beyond other communities,” 
Cole said.

The Ranch has 17 actively selling villages, 
including the three newest additions: Kolter’s 
Cresswind, The Palisades, from Freedom Homes 
by D.R. Horton; and Woodleaf Hammock, fea-

turing M/I Homes and Meritage Homes. 
Prices in The Ranch range from $200K to 

more than $1 million, providing a multitude of 
options for buyers, including condominiums, 
paired villas, and single-family homes.

Sales in Lakewood Ranch continue to come 
from throughout Florida, as well as from high 
tax markets in the Northeast and mid-Atlantic, 
such as New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, and Maryland.  Over 25% of new 
home sales in Lakewood Ranch come from 
existing homeowners who are on their second, 
third, and even fourth home purchase in The 
Ranch.  “As a community builder, this is a very 
rewarding statistic, as it tells us that our resi-
dents have truly made Lakewood Ranch their 
lifelong home,” Cole said.

Among the lifestyle offerings are an expand-
ed farmers’ market, which began Nov. 3; and 
the area’s first “Mindful Triathlon,” which con-
sisted of a 5K run, yoga and meditation. Com-
ing online in the first quarter of 2020 are a res-
ident website, with a directory exclusively for 
Lakewood Ranch businesses, and Ranch Nite 
Wednesdays, which will feature food trucks, 
cornhole leagues, music and celebration, at the 
Sarasota Polo Club at Lakewood Ranch. 

For more information visit lakewoodranch.
com.

Lakewood Ranch No. 1  
in the Nation for Housing 

Starts in Third Quarter

The LECOM Suncoast Classic golf tourna-
ment will return to the Korn Ferry Tour (pre-
viously the Web.com Tour) the week of Feb. 
10-16, 2020. Lakewood National Golf Club in 
Lakewood Ranch will again host the 144 pro-
fessionals competing for a $600,000 purse and a 
chance to compete against the world’s best golf-
ers on the PGA Tour. 

The 2019 LECOM Suncoast Classic named 
Mark Hubbard its first champion. Hubbard shot 
26-under to secure the victory and propel his 
season toward success. After receiving his PGA 
Tour card in August, Hubbard is off to a strong 
start on the 2019-‘20 PGA Tour circuit. He fell 
just short of his first PGA tour victory recently 
at the Houston Open, finishing in second place. 
Hubbard currently sits in seventh place in the 
FedEx Cup standings, with two top-10 results in 
his first five events.

“My win was so early in the year that I knew 
I had some work to do still to lock up my card, 
but I feel like I needed to come back onto this 

Tour to learn how to win again,” said Hubbard. 
“It was nice to accomplish my goal so early in 
the year. It almost came as a surprise to me. I 
thought that I would have to build all year to get 
into position to win, but to win it at the LECOM 
Suncoast Classic was unbelievable. It jumpstart-
ed my confidence and I’ve been a different play-
er since then.”

The 2020 LECOM Suncoast Classic will pro-
vide another opportunity for a shot at the PGA 
Tour, as the tournament continues in its five-
year commitment to the Suncoast area through 
2023. Volunteer registration is currently open; 
tickets for the event are on sale now. More than 
17,000 spectators came out to the event in 2019, 
and attendance is expected to reach 25,000 
during the 2020 tournament. Children 17 and 
under, active duty military, veterans, and first 
responders all receive free admission to the 
tournament.

For more information, please visit lecomsun-
coastclassic.com.

LECOM Suncoast Classic Announces  
2020 Tournament Dates 



 wednesday, NOVEMBER 20, 2019	 aroundtheranch.com	 around the rancH  | 9 

Lakewood Ranch No. 1  
in the Nation for Housing 

Starts in Third Quarter



10 | around the ranch	 aroundtheranch.com	 wednesday, NOVEMBER 20, 2019   

LAKEWOOD RANCH COMMUNITY Activities
Building a true sense of community, through memorable events and social clubs.

We are almost through 
another year, and 2020 is 
just around the corner! 
Your board of directors 
and the team at Commu-
nity Activities have been 
working hard on expand-
ing the scope of lifestyle 
events for the coming year and we’re so 
excited to share some of what’s to come.

But first, December is shaping up to be 
packed full of things to do for the entire 
family, none bigger than our annual Holi-

days Around the Ranch event on Dec. 13 
on Lakewood Main Street! 

Holidays Around the Ranch is our annu-
al holiday sensation of magical charm for 
all to enjoy. Children and adults alike will 
stand in awe at the sight of Santa Claus as 
he makes his grand entrance in his beau-
tiful horse drawn carriage, decorated in 
lights and garland. Join our carolers as they 
sing around the fountain leading up to 
the lighting of the spectacular tree. Florida 
children can experience an outdoor snow 
slide! There will be plenty of activities to 

keep everyone entertained.
Sip on hot cocoa and egg nog from our 

many street vendors while enjoying the 
annual line up of stage performances by 
many local dance and music studios. The 
season is made for sharing and this event, 
like no other, will bring us together to en-
joy the enchantment and ambiance of the 
season.

Don’t forget each Sunday to start your 
weekly food preparation at The Market! 
The Market at Lakewood Ranch is held at 
the Lakewood Ranch Medical Center, in 

the heart of Lakewood Ranch, across from 
Main Street. Far from the typical farmers’ 
market, this is a curated gathering of the 
best flavors in the region, cooking demon-
strations, morning yoga and more. Offering 
organic produce, meat, poultry, seafood, 
eggs, breads, pasta, juices, and prepared 
foods from over 60 vendors. The Market will 
be hosting the CSA box pick-up at it’s new 
location, the Lakewood Ranch Medical 
Center, every Wednesday from 3 to 6 p.m. 
starting Dec. 4. For more Market info, visit 
themarketlwr.com. 

Keith Pandeloglou
Director of LWRCAC

6

8

12

13

15

19

20

29

Music on Main • LWR Main Street – 6pm-9pm

Carriage Rides, Strolling Carolers, Santa Visit • LWR Main Street – 6:30pm-8:30pm

Holidays Around the Ranch • LWR Main Street – 6pm-9pm

The Market LWR • LWR Medical Center – 10am-2pm

Jingle Run 5k • LWR Main Street – 6pm-9pm

22 The Market LWR • LWR Medical Center – 10am-2pm

22

29

Chanukah Celebration • LWR Main Street – 5pm-8pm

29 The Market LWR • LWR Medical Center – 10am-2pm

23 Christmas on Main • LWR Main Street – 4:30pm-8:30pm

The Market LWR • LWR Medical Center – 10am-2pm

4

5

Classic Car Show • LWR Main Street – 5pm-9pm

Carriage Rides, Strolling Carolers, Santa Visit • LWR Main Street – 6:30pm-8:30pm

1 The Market LWR • LWR Medical Center – 10am-2pm

Carriage Rides, Strolling Carolers, Santa Visit • LWR Main Street – 6:30pm-8:30pm

DECEMBER

OUR PARTNERS
Presenting

Supporting

Media

Detailed Information & Newsletter at LWRCA.org
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December 13, 2019 | 6-9pm Lakewood Main Street
PLAY IN THE SNOW MEET SANTA

TRACKLESS TRAIN FACE PAINTING
PLAY IN THE SNOW

VISIT SANTA’S WORKSHOP VISIT SANTA’S WORKSHOP 

MEET SANTA
TRACKLESS TRAIN FACE PAINTING

HolidaysAroundTheRanch.org 

HOLIDAYS AROUND
THE RANCHHOLIDAYS AROUND
THE RANCH

PRESENTS

PRESENTING SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Performance Stage Presented
by Art & Soul Dance
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November/December 2019
Visit lakewoodranchgov.org  
for the latest updates 

November 21 – Third Thursday
• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 2 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

November 22 – Fourth Friday
• Women’s Exercise Class, Town Hall, 9 a.m.

• Shanti Yoga, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon

• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, noon

• Pro Jam, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

November 23 – Fourth Saturday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.

• Football Club, soccer field #1, 8 a.m.

• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 8:30 a.m.

November 24 – Fourth Sunday
• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 & 2, 2 p.m.

November 25 – Fourth Monday
• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

• Anglers’ Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

November 26 – Fourth Tuesday
• Bridge on Tuesday, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

November 27 – Fourth Wednesday
• Women’s Duplicate Bridge, Town Hall, 8 a.m.

• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

November 28 – Fourth Thursday
• Town Hall closed for holiday

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

November 29 – Fifth Friday
• Town Hall closed for holiday

November 30 – Fifth Saturday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.

• Football Club, soccer field #1, 8 a.m.

December 1 – First Sunday
• Sunday Duplicate Bridge, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

December 2 – First Monday
• Gardeners Out East, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.

• Handcrafts and More, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon

• �Lakewood Ranch Garden Club board meeting,  

Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

• Genealogy Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

December 3 – First Tuesday
• Lunch Club, Town Hall, 11 a.m.

• Empty Nesters, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

• �CERT membership communications committee,  

Town Hall, 4 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

• Anglers’ Club, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

December 4 – First Wednesday
• Bingo, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

December 5 – First Thursday
• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

December 6 – First Friday
• Women’s Exercise Class, Town Hall, 9 a.m.

• Shanti Yoga, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon

• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, noon

December 7 – First Saturday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.

• Football Club, soccer field #1, 8 a.m. 

• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 8:30 a.m.

• Scribes, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

December 8 – Second Sunday
• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 & 2, 2 p.m.

• Jewish Club, Town Hall, 4 p.m.

December 9 – Second Monday
• Garden Club, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

December 10 – Second Tuesday
• Women’s Club - Blankets for Babies, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Digital Photography board meeting, Town Hall, 5 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

• Democratic Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

December 11 – Second Wednesday
• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

• History Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

Community Events & Club Calendar

See calendar, Page 14
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• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, noon

December 7 – First Saturday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.

• Football Club, soccer field #1, 8 a.m. 

• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 8:30 a.m.

• Scribes, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

December 8 – Second Sunday
• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 & 2, 2 p.m.

• Jewish Club, Town Hall, 4 p.m.

December 9 – Second Monday
• Garden Club, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

December 10 – Second Tuesday
• Women’s Club - Blankets for Babies, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Digital Photography board meeting, Town Hall, 5 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

• Democratic Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

December 11 – Second Wednesday
• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

• History Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

See calendar, Page 14
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December 12 – Second Thursday
• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

December 13 – Second Friday
• Women’s Exercise Class, Town Hall, 9 a.m.

• Shanti Yoga, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon

• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, noon

• American Asian Women, Town Hall, 6 p.m.

December 14 – Second Saturday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.

• Football Club, soccer field #1, 8 a.m. 

• Digital Photography/Videography, Town Hall, 8:30 a.m.

December 15 – Third Sunday
• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 & 2, 2 p.m.

• Sunday Duplicate Bridge, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

December 16 – Third Monday
• Handcrafts and More, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

• Italian American Club, Town Hall, 10:30 a.m.

• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

• Running Club, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

• Jewish Club board meeting, Town Hall, 7 a.m.

December 17 – Third Tuesday
• Empty Nesters, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

• �Italian American Club holiday party,  

Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

December 18 – Third Wednesday
• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

• Indivisible LWR, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

December 19 – Third Thursday
• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

December 20 – Third Friday
• Women’s Exercise Class, Town Hall, 9 a.m.

• Shanti Yoga, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon

• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, noon

• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 2 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

Community Events & Club Calendar
from Page 12

from Page 6

pay. (Note the previous comments about the 
reports submitted to the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District by Lakewood 
Ranch CDDs.) They feel that such a tax, if ap-
plied to CDDs and HOAs which already deal 
with such issues in their own areas, would 
constitute double taxation.

The County scheduled seven informational 
meetings, to get public comment on this issue. 
The Manatee County Board of Supervisors will 
vote on the plan at their Dec.10 meeting.

During a discussion on this topic at the Dis-
trict 2 board meeting, District 2 board chair-
man Pete Bokach suggested that Lakewood 
Ranch CDDs should make their opinions 
known to the county officials as one unified 
entity – Lakewood Ranch – so that the coun-
ty folks know that Lakewood Ranch residents 
are speaking with one voice on this issue.

Presidio/Riviera Drainage Issue
District 5 will contract with a wastewater 

expert in order to find the best solution to the 
drainage problem in Presidio/Riviera, before 
any actual work is approved.

Safety Town
District 1 supervisor Laura Fox was con-

gratulated by her fellow board members for 
having planned and carried out Lakewood 

Ranch’s first “Safety Town” event for kids.
Supervisor Bob Swiatek said that not only 

had Fox planned the activity and recruited 
the first responders and volunteers to run the 
event, she personally paid for all the materials 
used in the event, including the capes worn 
buy the first responders!

Fox asked her fellow board members 
to check into paving some of the trail ar-
eas in District 1 make them more handi-
capped-friendly. She indicated that there may 
be grant money available for such projects.

Laura Fox.                                                                                                    Photo by Ernie Soller
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November 21 – December 18, 2019            
Please note that all meetings will be held at Town Hall unless otherwise specified.

November 21	 8:30 a.m.	 CDD 1 Board Meeting 907-0202
	 9:00 a.m.	 CDD 5 Board Meeting 907-0202
	 9:30 a.m.	 CDD 2 Board Meeting 907-0202
	 11:00 a.m.	 CDD 6 Board Meeting 907-0202
	 1:30 p.m.	 Whitemarsh Neighborhood Committee Meeting 907-0202
	 3:00 p.m.	 CEVA Safety Committee   850-396-2695

November 25	 3:00 p.m.	 Augusta/Oakmont Neighborhood Committee Meeting 907-3448
	 5:00 p.m.	 SRVA Compliance Meeting 907-0202
	 5:30 p.m.	 Hollow Board Meeting 921-5393

November 26	 8:30 a.m.	 SRVA Modifications 907-0202

December 2	 9:00 a.m.	 CEVA Landscape Committee Meeting 907-0202
	 5:00 p.m.	 GBVA Compliance Meeting 907-0202
	 7:00 p.m.	 Brier Creek Neighborhood Meeting 907-1169
	
December 4	 4:00 p.m.	 GBVA Modifications Meeting 907-0202
	
December 5	 3:00 p.m.	 CEVA Restrictions Revisions 907-0202
	 7:00 p.m.	 SRVA Landscape Meeting 907-0202

December 9 	 9:00 a.m.	 CDD 6 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202
	   
December 10	 8:00 a.m.	 IDA Board Meeting 907-0202
	 8:30 a.m.	 SRVA Modifications 907-0202
	 10:00 a.m.	 CDD 1 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202
	 1:00 p.m.	 CDD 5 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202
	 2:30 p.m.	 CDD 2 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202

December 11	 10:00 a.m.	 CDD 4 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202
	 10:15 a.m.	 CDD 4 Board Meeting 907-0202
	 1:00 p.m.	 Country Club Modifications 907-0202
	 3:00 p.m.	 Edgewater Modifications 907-0202
	
December 12	 8:30 a.m.	 CDD 1 Board Meeting 907-0202
	 9:00 a.m.	 CDD 5 Board Meeting 907-0202
	 9:30 a.m.	 CDD 2 Board Meeting 907-0202
	 11:00 a.m.	 CDD 6 Board Meeting 907-0202
	 2:00 p.m.	 CEVA Fining Committee 907-0202

December 16	 5:30 p.m.	 Hollow Board Meeting 921-5393

December 18	 2:30 p.m.	 GBVA Restrictions Revision Meeting 907-0202
	 4:00 p.m.	 GBVA Modifications Meeting 907-0202
	 4:00 p.m.	 Mizner Reserve Neighborhood Committee Meeting 373-3898
	 6:00 p.m.	 GBVA Board Meeting 907-0202

*Meeting dates and times are subject to change

GOVERNMENT MEETINGS
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The Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance (LWRBA) is a business organization committed to 
connecting, educating and strengthening the business community in the Lakewood Ranch re-
gion. The LWRBA’s 650+ member businesses reflect a wide variety of small and large businesses 
across all industries in and around Lakewood Ranch. More information is available online at 
www.LWRBA.org.  

There is no better time than now  
to join the Alliance!

During the month of November, new members of the Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance 
will receive 14 months of membership for the price of 12. As a member of the LWRBA, enjoy 
access to 100+ events and programs per year, connecting you and your business to potential 
clients, and equipping you with the tools and resources you need to grow your business. The 
Alliance works with over 700 member businesses and 2,500 business professionals across a 
diverse range of industries, across Manatee and Sarasota counties, and beyond.

Become a part of our dynamic and ever-growing business community and harness “The 
Power of Connection” today. Join online at www.LWRBA.org or call our office at 941-757-1664.

Upcoming Events
(Please visit www.LWRBA.org to sign up for these events.)

Holiday Networking Social
Wednesday, Dec. 4
5-7 p.m.
The Concession Golf Club, 7700 Lindrick Lane
$10 per person; open to LWRBA & YLA members only

Let’s celebrate the holiday season! Join LWRBA and YLA members at the beautiful and exclusive 
Concession Golf Club. Complimentary hors d’oeuvres will be served, along with plenty of holiday 
cheer! This is not one to be missed!

Luncheon: Discovering and Supporting the Hidden Needs of Lakewood Ranch
Wednesday, Dec. 11
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
The Ballroom at Grove, 10670 Boardwalk Loop, Lakewood Ranch
$27 members; $37 non-members

Life in Lakewood Ranch is so wonderful that it is easy to overlook the fact that many of our 
neighbors have unmet needs.  Join us as we learn about how the Lakewood Ranch Communi-
ty Fund and the Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance discover and address these hidden needs in 
our community.  You’ll also be a part of celebrating the Lakewood Ranch Community Fund’s an-
nouncement of this year’s grant recipients and the C. John A. Clarke Humanitarian of the year.  As a 
special treat, local nonprofits will be showcasing their organizations before and after the luncheon.

What’s 
Playing?
Find movie reviews,  

show times and more.
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Photos by Bill Mills

Around the ranch

Ranch Celebrates Business,  
Community, Tour

Lakewood Ranch Main Street, the Lakewood Ranch Busi-
ness Alliance, Lakewood Ranch Community Activities and 
Lakewood Ranch Communities joined together Oct. 18 to 
kick off The Ranch’s 22nd annual Tour of Homes with its Block 
Party event.

The evening featured local businesses, Lakewood Ranch 

club representatives, and Lakewood Ranch builders. All pro-
ceeds benefitted the Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance, 
which is focused on building a stronger, more successful 
business community in Lakewood Ranch. 

The event also served as the “official” ribbon-cutting for the 
new Lakewood Ranch Information Center on Main Street!
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The 19th annual “Empty Bowls” luncheons to benefit The Food 
Bank of Manatee will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 21, at 

Manatee Performing Arts Center, and 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Nov. 22, 
at Main Street in Lakewood Ranch.  

Tickets are $30 each for general admission and include a unique ce-
ramic bowl to keep, a selection of soups, fresh-baked bread, and des-
sert. VIP tickets are $50 and give early admission and access to a special 
selection of bowls. The symbolic meal of soup and bread demonstrates 
that together, we can fill the empty bowls of our neighbors in need.  

Empty Bowls is the primary annual fundraiser benefiting The 
Food Bank of Manatee and 100% of the proceeds go directly back to 
hunger and nutrition programs in Manatee County. The Food Bank 
of Manatee is a program of Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee and is 
the largest hunger-relief organization based in Manatee County, pro-
viding food to nearly 100 local social service agencies, food pantries, 
and soup kitchens. 

“Year after year, participants enjoy the luncheon while demonstrat-
ing their support for the thousands of food-insecure children, fami-
lies, and elderly residents of Manatee County,” said Maribeth Phillips, 
president & CEO of Meals on Wheels PLUS. “The keepsake bowl is a 
reminder that together, we can fill the bowls of those in need.” 

In December, the 14th annual Community Shoebox Drive and Re-
ception will be presented by the Lakewood Ranch Elks Club. It will 
be held from 4-6 p.m. Dec. 8, at the Lakewood Ranch Elks Club, 4602 
Lena Road, Bradenton. This event will benefit homebound seniors 
across Manatee County. Guests are encouraged to bring a wrapped 
and filled shoebox for a senior, or a $20 donation at the door. The 
goal is to collect 1,000 shoeboxes to be delivered to seniors through-
out the holidays by Meals on Wheels PLUS volunteers. 

“We are excited to bring the 14th annual Holiday Shoebox event to 
the beautiful, brand new Lakewood Ranch Elks clubhouse,” Phillips 
said. “Having grown over the years, our goal is to provide holiday 
gifts to over 1,000 seniors in Manatee County this year. The gifts col-
lected are often the only holiday gift our clients receive, and we are 
asking our community to join us in this important effort so that no 
seniors are forgotten in our community this holiday season.” 

Shoebox gifts can also be delivered to the office of Meals on 
Wheels PLUS of Manatee, Renaissance on 9th location at 1816 9th 
St. W., Bradenton, during business hours: Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

For more information visit mealsonwheelsplus.org or call 
(941)747-4655.

Upcoming Events support The Food Bank of 
Manatee, Meals on Wheels PLUS 

Please note that all events take place at The Chabad 
House located on 5712 Lorraine Road, Lakewood Ranch, 
unless otherwise noted.

Torah Studies
Saturdays, 9-9:30 a.m.
Participate in a fascinating class on the Torah portion of 
the week. Discover the mystical meanings and lessons 
behind ancient stories. Admission is free.  

Weekly Shabbat Services
Friday night, 7 p.m.; Saturday mornings, 9:30 a.m., 
Shabbat Kiddush at noon
Enjoy warm, family-friendly services at The Chabad 
House. Saturday morning services are followed by a 
delicious buffet Kiddush. 

Talmud classes
Mondays, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Explore the Talmud and its laws in its original text. No 
prior knowledge of the Talmud or Hebrew is necessary. 
Book fee: $45.

For more information on any of the ongoing events,  
call Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at (941)752-3030 or e-mail 
rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

November Programs  
at Chabad of Bradenton 

& Lakewood Ranch
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By Huldah Mathis

As we come to the season for giving thanks, I can’t help but remind us 
all that our Lakewood Ranch community has much to be thankful for 

all year round.  Most of us have begun our lives here by choice and we live 
every day in a place that many people around the country wait all year to 
arrive for vacation.   

As a local financial advisor, one of the biggest privileges of my work is 
having insight into the “why” behind the dollars.  This year I want to be-
gin the holidays by giving thanks for all the good I have witnessed from 
our community, sharing a few stories that have touched and inspired me 
the most.   

THANK YOU …

… To the single mom who embraced her 10-year-old daughter who wanted to start a baking 
business and spent countless hours in the kitchen helping her prep, decorate, package, and distrib-
ute. But most importantly, for inspiring her to donate 50% of her profits to a local food pantry so 
she could learn the value in contributing to those in need.  

… To the busy family of four who took a leap of faith and adopted two children, knowing they 
had the means to give them a new life.  

… To the non-profit executive who needs none of the pay but works hard every day out a love 
for the mission.

… To the retired teacher who started a women’s club in her community to raise funds through 
friendship and fellowship, all for the purpose of giving back to those less fortunate than them.

… To the countless local running and biking events promoting both health and generosity, each 
in the name of their own cause and purpose.

… To the board member who takes time from a busy work schedule to ensure that sports pro-
vide children the life lessons and lasting relationships he knew as a child.

… To the numerous retired professionals that devote their time and resources to give back to 
our schools through reading programs, mentoring, meals and donations.

… To the young parents who started a non-profit to raise funds and awareness for a disease that 
challenged their own child’s health and future.

… To the family foundation that supports the local arts out of the abundance of their time and 
resources, shaping the music and theater that distinguish this community.

… To all of my fellow LWR neighbors who mindfully inspire and encourage us to give back to 
this beautiful community, I thank you. Today and every day.

Huldah is an LWR resident and certified financial planner with Northwestern Mutual.  She is a 
Florida native and has been serving this community for 12 years.

Giving Thanks for the Kindness that Surrounds Us
Health of Wealth
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“Hallowine Walk” Kicks Main Street Into High Gear
By Ernie Soller, 
Community Correspondent

Leave it to Scott Shortt and his happy crew 
of wine lovers to cook up a pre-Halloween 
event to enliven Lakewood Ranch Main 
Street on the evening BEFORE Halloween.

“Hallowine Walk” enabled Lakewood 
Ranchers to step out in their finest scary, 
cute, or totally outlandish costumes for en 
evening spent sipping great wines and nu-
merous “stations” around Main Street.  

For a very reasonable fee of only $35/per-
son, Hallowine walkers could drift into plac-
es such as Vanessa Fine Jewelry (reputed to 
have the best food offerings on the Hallow-
ine Walk), or Fantasy Flowers (where owner 
Michelle Bridges dressed up as a very cute 
scarecrow), or Premier Sotheby’s Real Estate 
(anyone need a new home?), in order to sam-
ple 20 wines from the great wine regions of 
several continents.

Here’s how the Walk came into being: A 
while back, Scott Shortt came up with the 
idea of hosting an event that would com-
bine a major attribute of his store, Fine Wines 
and Tastings – that is, tasting wine – with 
the opportunity for other Lakewood Ranch 
Main Street business owners to join in the 
fun and the increased profits to be gained 
from opening their businesses for a special 
event at a time when some of the stores and 

restaurants might not normally be open. 
The Wine Walks have come to be a quarter-

ly thing and this time around, it was decided 
to make the event even more special by en-
couraging event goers to come in costume. 
And so they did, with interesting results!

There were some predictable choices – 
The Count (Dracula) came, along with his 
companion who had, shall we say, a lovely 
neck (cue the Bela Lugosi accent).

Photos by Ernie Soller

See Hallowine, Page 28
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One couple came in match-
ing red jumpsuits with a toy 
gun, should they need to 
blow away the competition. 
The Queen of Hearts showed 
up, with the Mad Hatter. “Dolly 
Parton” arrived with a “hippie 
chick” – straight out of Wood-
stock. And of course there were 
pirates, zombies, including one 
girl wearing a very colorful 
“Day of the Dead” outfit, and 
luchadors wearing colorful 
Mexican wrestling masks.

Even the dogs got into the 
act. A black lab came dressed 
as “Bat Dog,” along with his trusty sidekick “Robin” the Pomeranian.  

As for the merchants and restaurateurs of Lakewood Ranch Main Street, their contributions 
came in a number of categories. Initially, the idea was that restaurants and other merchants 
would provide a certain amount of snacks for the Hallowine Walkers to enjoy. Choices varied 
at the tasting stations: Vanessa Fine Jewelry continued their tradition of offering a more “up-
scale” snack by  providing catered wrapped sandwiches, along with cheeses, and fruit. The 
Naples Soap Company was big into candy.  Fantasy Flowers, where the luchadors were spot-
ted, was into the chips and salsa mode, with a big bowl of cheese dip. The Fish Hole miniature 
golf offered discounts on play. 

Some of the merchants who did not necessarily provide space for wine pourers, of-
fered discounts on their food, such as $5 burgers at Ed’s Tavern, a free dessert or drink at 

Pinchers, or wine discounts at Grove and 
Paris Bistrot.

The economic results of the Hallowine 
Walk won’t be known for a while but in the 
past, merchants who stayed open and of-
fered their wares and/or services during pre-
vious Wine Walks have reported a significant 
increase in their revenues during the events.

So, what’s not to like?  A nice, if a bit warm, evening. Good wine, cool snacks, crazy cos-
tumes, and, once again, Lakewood Ranch Main Street becomes a great fun place to be, to see 
and be seen – having a terrific time.

Cheers!

from Page 26
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  Weather No Match for Annual 
Sleepy Hollow Experience

Despite some bad weather on the planned day for the event, The Players Centre for Per-
forming Arts proved the show must go on. Instead of the blustery Saturday, Sarasota Polo 
Club in Lakewood Ranch was transformed on a sunny Sunday for the outdoor immersive 
experience of Washington Irving’s classic Sleepy Hollow story. The production was part of the 
Harvest Festival, which featured kids’ activities, a costume sale, Thriller dance lessons, pony 
rides, food trucks and more. 

Sleepy Hollow, an annual tradition in Lakewood Ranch, was once again an outdoor theat-
rical experience like no other!
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Club spotlight

By Ernie Soller, 
Community Correspondent

Quick – what Lakewood Ranch club started out in 2004 
with just a handful or two of regular attendees at their meet-
ings, and is now, arguably, the largest fun club in Lakewood 
Ranch? Give up?

It’s the Lakewood Ranch Digital Photography Club (LWRDPC).
Back in 2004, when I first attended a meeting of the club, if 

there were a dozen people at a meeting, it was a big crowd. 
And then, a couple of somewhat unrelated things hap-
pened.

First, the digital photography revolution started to move 
forward at breakneck speed. Back in 1997, I attended a pho-
tographic seminar led by veteran wildlife and landscape pho-
tographer George Lepp, at an auditorium in Ann Arbor, Mich. 

At the time, Lepp was asked by someone in the audience 
whether film was better than digital photography. He com-
mented that, at that time, the resolution quality of film was 
still superior to that of digital photographs, although he ex-
pected that digital resolution would be improving. He then 
pulled out a new-at-the-time digital camera, noting that this 
piece of equipment had a resolution of something like FOUR 
MEGAPIXELS. Lepp then noted that the cost of that camera 
(in 1997) was around five thousand dollars – for the cam-
era body only – without a lens. Four megapixels? Your cell 
phone probably has a higher resolution.

Today, I own an “average” resolution digital camera with a 
resolution five times that of that high-end 1997 camera – at 
about one-fifth the cost! A friend of mine just purchased a 
new camera that can attain a resolution of 41 megapixels! 
And, new, creative computer programs make it possible to 
retouch and change your photos in ways only dreamed of a 
few short years ago.

This is kind of like the change in aviation from the “Red 
Baron” biplane era to the Blackbird happening in only about 
20 years.

Ok, that’s one factor. 
The other factor in the growth of the Club is the huge growth 

in population in and around Lakewood Ranch. Fifteen years 
ago, when the Club got it’s start, there weren’t all that many 
people in Lakewood Ranch who owned a digital camera. 

But Lakewood Ranch is now proud to advertise that it is the 
best-selling multi-generational community in the country. 
And this growth has happened during the digital revolution. 
Lots more people means lots more photographers. Add the 
digital camera factor, and you have the tremendous growth of 
the LWRDPC. The Club now boasts more than 300 members!

As digital photography is, in the minds of many, still in its 

infancy, one goal of the Club is to educate their members 
to become better photographers, not only in the sense of 
learning the ins and outs of the “digital” part, but also the 
techniques of the art and design of what makes a great pho-
tograph.

In doing this, the club hosts educational sessions, not only 
in a “class” -type setting, but also in the way of field trips to 
various locations, in order to allow members the opportuni-
ty to sharpen their skills. This has also been a hallmark of the 
LWRDPC. The club gains members by providing value to the 
members.

The club starts out to learn about a prospective member’s 
interests and needs right from the moment of their first 
contact. Visitors to the club meetings are asked, in addition 
to introducing themselves, to explain how they found out 
about the Club, what sort of photography they enjoyed, 
and what type of camera they have been using. This way, 
the Club members can get an idea of the new member’s 
needs and aspirations. The evening I visited the Club, two 
new members came forth with different interests. Ana Bow-
ers had used the internet to find “a photo club near me,” and 
found from this research that the Lakewood Ranch Digital 
Photography Club provided the most complete, most or-
ganized, and most diverse opportunities in the area. Jason 
Winget joined the Club to further his interest in “low light” 
photography. The Club has specialty photographers work-

ing in many areas of the field, including videography.
The Club also has speakers come to their meetings both 

to enlighten and entertain the membership. During the 
October meeting, the presenter was Jennifer Khordi, a New 
Jersey-based specialist in cityscapes, aerial, storm and moon 
photography.

Khordi showed some of her work at the Club, including 
a number of shots of what has come to be known as the 
“Blood Moon,” depicted behind structures such as the Statue 
of Liberty in New York harbor, and, perhaps the most dra-
matic, a huge “Blood Moon” rising behind the Manhattan 
cityscape.

In discussing the “how” of getting such a picture, Khordi 
noted that she used an app that pinpointed the location 
at which the moon would rise above the horizon. She then 
traveled to a location 25 miles away from the buildings, at a 
state park in New Jersey, and got a shot that looked almost 
as if the dark red moon was about to consume the city.

That photo was circulated by her agency to a large num-
ber of publications around the world in a very short time 
frame and now, several years later, she still receives royalties 
from fees for the use of that photograph!

Part of the fun of being in a photography club is the aspect 
of competition among the members. A particular theme 
may be selected for a monthly competition, with members 
voting on photos which their fellow members have entered 
do the best job of meeting the assignment, as well as having 
the best technique and impact.

The October winner was Cheryl Kurman, who won a blue 
ribbon for her photo of a lone woman huddled under a 
lamppost, titled “Alone Among Millions.”

Joining the Lakewood Ranch Digital photography Club 
has other benefits, too. The Club provides opportunities for 
discounts on classes run by professionals, as well as mon-
ey-saving perks such as a discounted digital camera sensor 
cleaning, to be done prior to the November Club meeting, 
at a cost of about half the normal rate.

The Lakewood Ranch Digital Photography Club is open to 
residents and non-residents alike, and you can check out the 
club’s website at lwrdpc.com. The website contains some 
fantastic photographs created by club members.

If you’re into photography and want to learn more about 
all that digital stuff, or just want a chance to meet other pho-
to enthusiasts, check out the LWRDPC!

The Club meets generally at 6:30 p.m. on the third 
Wednesday of the month, at the Grace Community Church, 
6932 Professional Parkway, east of Lakewood Ranch Boule-
vard, and south of University Parkway.

LWR Digital Photography Club – Still Growing Strong

October print winner Cheryl Kurman.                                                                                     Photo by Ernie Soller
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FEBRUARY 1, 2020 • 5:30 –11 P.M.
Hyatt Regency Sarasota,1000 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota, FL 34236

FCSF.org/Stars2020

 ~
 T

IC
KETS  on  SALE!  ~

Featuring

POWERHOUSE 
THE NEXT GENERATION

Foundation
Proceeds benef it cancer patients in need.

Entertainment by

Join Honorary Chairs and Florida Cancer Specialists Physicians
Dr. Fadi Kayali, Dr. Miguel Pelayo and Dr. Judy Wang 

for dinner, live music and dancing
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7650 LEGACY BLVD., L AKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202     |     941.907.4700     |     L AKEWOODRANCHGOLF.COM     |     © 2019 LWRGCC

Whether you’re planning a corporate banquet 
or an offsite team meeting, when you want to 
be sure your event will be flawless, trust it to 

the stunning settings and professional staff at 
Lakewood Ranch Golf & Country Club.

BETTER BUSINESS

starts here 

C O R P O R A T E  E V E N T S     |     B A N Q U E T S     |     W E D D I N G S     |     M E M B E R S H I P  N O T  R E Q U I R E D

20180620_Events_GCC_AD_bf7_FNL.indd   1 12/14/18   11:37 AM
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Sponsored by:

Join us for our best season yet | bring this ad for Free Market Swag!

thE fArMErs' MArKEt for thE EntIre LAkewood rAnch regIon

now heLd on sundays froM 10aM to 2pM  
at thE LAkewood rAnch MedIcAL centEr

noveMbEr 3rd–aprIL 26th

8330 Lakewood Ranch Boulevard • Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

foLLoW us on fAcebooK for EvEnt info | thEMarketLwr.coM

Your NEW SUNDAY TrADITIoN
50+ LocAL vendors, 
weEKLy chEf deMos 
& Morning yogA 
frEsh MArKEt producE • dAiry 
Eggs • spicEs & rubs • honey 
frEsh brEAds • bAked goods 
prEparEd foods & More



36 | around the ranch	 aroundtheranch.com	 wednesday, NOVEMBER 20, 2019   

Across the country, the club concept is evolving, and we’re leading the way.  

Not to worry, we’re still purists about the sport. We just got better at it. 

Lakewood Ranch Golf & Country Club offers social events all year round, 

award-winning clubhouses, championship golf, tennis, pickleball and fitness. 

MAUREEN LATESSA 
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 

941-757-1846

MOLLY KNOP 
OUTSIDE MEMBERSHIP 

SALES ASSISTANT 
941-757-1878  

7650 LEGACY BLVD 
LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202 

941.907.4700

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
LAKEWOODRANCHGOLF.COM

© LAKEWOOD RANCH GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

54 Holes Of Florida’s Finest Golf   |   State-Of-The-Art Golf Academy   |   2 Award-Winning Clubhouses 
Two Golf Practice Facilities   |   New App For Booking Tee Times, Logging Your Scores And Dining Reservations 

A Full Social Calendar   |   20-Court Tennis Center   |     12 Pickleball Courts   |   24-Hour Fitness Center 
70 Weekly Fitness Classes   |   Two Heated Pools   |   Bocce Ball And Tournament Croquet Courts   |   Kids' Camps

Save Thousands
YOUR PREMIER GOLF MEMBERSHIP AWAITS

THE PREMIER GOLF 
MEMBERSHIP OFFER INCLUDES 

$7,000 IN SAVINGS  
PLUS $1,000 TO SPEND ON NEW GOLF CLUBS, A 

ONE-HOUR CUSTOM FITTING SESSION AT  THE 

GOLF ACADEMY AND  A PERSONALIZED GOLF BAG

Promotion expires 12/31/19

2019 BEST PRIVATE 
COUNTRY CLUB

– HERALD TRIBUNE –

2018 BEST GOLF 
COMMUNITY
– IDEAL LIVING –

2017 & 2018 GOLDEN 
FORK AWARDS

– GOLF, INC. –

2019 BEST GOLF 
COURSE

– SRQ MAGAZINE –
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SHOE BOX
RECEPTION
Giving Back to Seniors in Manatee County!

Sunday, December 8th  
4 pm-6 pm

Lakewood Ranch Elks Lodge
4602 Lena Road, Bradenton, FL 34211

Please join us for the 14th Annual Holiday Shoe Box Reception. We hope to collect 1000 shoe 
boxes that volunteers and staff of Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee will deliver to seniors 

throughout the holidays. These boxes are often times the only Christmas present seniors 
receive. Please, help us put some joy in the  holidays for seniors in Manatee County. Thank you!

Admission is Free with a WRAPPED & FILLED Shoe Box 
or a $20 Donation to Meals on Wheels PLUS.

For shoe box gift ideas, visit www.MealsOnWheelsPLUS.org/shoe-box.

Presented by:

ELKS LODGE

LA
KEWOOD RANCH

Complimentary Lite Bites • Complimentary Wine & Beer  
Complimentary Photo Booth • Santa • Fun Raffles

Shopping at the Holiday Mart 
Music by Lynn’s Spins 

Thank You to Our Sponsors

14th Annual Community Holiday
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By Ernie Soller, 
Community Correspondent

What is it with these Midwestern foodie transplants?
It’s happened again … a staple restaurant has come from its origins 

in a Midwestern city to plant yet another culinary flag in Lakewood Ranch.
We welcome Marco’s Pizza, a gift to Lakewood Ranch from Toledo, Ohio, 

the same  town which gave America Tony Packo’s, the restaurant made fa-
mous by “Klinger” on the comedy series M*A*S*H*.

Marco’s Pizza is a bit different, both in its origins and the fact that it is a 
franchise restaurant, owned by Nehal and Tushar Shah, who were long-time 
business owners in Pinellas County.

Marco’s Pizza was founded in Toledo in 1978 by Pasquale “Pat” Giam-
marco, an Italian immigrant who came to Toledo at the age of nine with his 
father to produce their idea of the perfect pizza, ”The Italian Way.” 

At Marco’s Pizza, there is a slogan, “Hello Primo,” which gives an indica-
tion about how the founder made sure that his pizza was going to be great 
pizza. It means that the pizza dough is made from scratch every day – right in the local store – not 
frozen and brought in in cartons from a refrigerated truck.

The cheese in Marco’s Pizza is different, too; it’s actually a combination of three cheeses, blended 
to give the great flavor which pizza addicts love – and, here again – the cheese is fresh. The sauce 
is blended in-house, using imported herbs and spices – again, a tip of the hat to ultimate freshness 
in a pizza.

One hallmark of a good pizza place is variety. And Marco’s Pizza shines in that department as 
well.

Not only does Marco’s have very good pizza (I ordered, and can heartily recommend, the De-
luxe pizza, which comes with pepperoni, Italian sausage, mushrooms, green peppers, onions, and 
a goodly amount of cheese.  It tasted great!), but Marco’s offers other culinary delights. You can 

order a sub, “cheezy bread,” chicken wings with several different sauces, and 
salads.  

As for the salads, you have your choice of Italian chef salad, with ham, 
salami, provolone cheese, sliced tomatoes, red onions and croutons. Or try 
a Chicken Caesar, a garden salad, or a Greek salad, with feta cheese, black 
olives, and banana peppers, served with Greek dressing.

One pretty unique feature of the Marco’s Pizza menu is the fact that the 
calorie counts for all items are clearly printed on the menu so, whether you 
think that this is a great idea or a means for you to feel guilty, it’s there in 
black-and-white.

And, speaking of higher calorie items … Marco’s Pizza also has desserts, 
and, yes the calorie counts are printed on the menu, just like everything else. 
That means that when you order the “cinnasquares,” or the double chocolate 
brownie, made from Ghirardelli chocolate topped with Ghirardelli choco-
late sauce, you’ll know exactly how many calories you’ll have to work off!

Marco’s Pizza also has on hand bottled water and soft drinks, so you won’t 
have to make a side run to a grocery store for that portion of your meal. 

Marco’s Pizza is primarily carry-out, but there are several small tables in the front of the store 
for those customers who want to come in, grab their pizza, and wolf it down before someone else 
can grab hold of it. After all, offices are dangerous places for a fresh, but lonely, pizza. Pizzas have 
been known to disappear. 

Marco’s Pizza is located in the shopping center at the northwest corner of Lakewood Ranch 
Boulevard and State Road 70, next to Publix, at 11161 SR 70, Ste. #104. Their phone number is 
(941)909-1900,  and you can order online at marcos.com.  

Hours are from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and from 11 a.m. to midnight on 
Friday and Saturday.  

So, what are you waiting for? Mangia!

Marco’s Pizza: A Slice Of Toledo Comes to The Ranch

Photo by Ernie Soller

Want to Save Water in Your Landscape?
Call for a FREE Irrigation & Landscape Evaluation for Homeowners

Get the information you need on:
• Learning how your irrigation system works
• Conserving natural resources
• Improving the health of your landscape
• Learning how to plant the right plant in the right place
• Attending irrigation and landscaping classes
• Learning what rebates are available to qualified properties

For more information or to schedule your one time evaluation,
visit: manatee.ifas.ufl.edu or call 941-722-4524. Ext 1828.
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